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MOVIE: “Troy”

Sub Topic Theme:
Isolating Idols

Lesson Objective:

To observe the presence and
effects of idols in the lives of
the characters. There are also
characters, such as Hector, who
depict the other side of the coin
by living selflessly and self
sacrificially. Focus on the
motivation for the characters
and the subsequent sacrifices they make. From there, observe the payout for their actions.
In the end, does their idol seem worth it? Any knowledge of the stories after the Trojan
war could be fun in discussion (i.e. Agamemnon’s fate upon returning home).

WARNING WARNING WARNING! THIS MOVIE CONTAINS GRAPHIC
VIOLENCE AND SOME SEXUAL CONTENT/NUDITY. WOULD ADVISE A
PRESCREENING AND POSSIBLE EDITING BY LEADERS. IF CONTENT IS
DEEMED UNSUITABLE FOR STUDENTS, USE THE LORD OF THE RINGS:
RETURN OF THE KING AS SUBSTITUTE.

Intro to the Movie:

Fandango.com’s summary of the film is:

Homer's sprawling tale of love and war in ancient Greece comes to the screen in all its
grandeur in this epic-scale adventure. In 1193 B.C., Paris, Prince of Troy, has fallen in
love; however, the beautiful woman who has beguiled him is Helen, Queen of Sparta,
who is wed to King Menelaus. While Helen is hardly immune to Paris' charms, this
doesn't blunt Menelaus' fury when Paris steals her away from him. Menelaus' brother
Agamemnon, the power-hungry king of the Mycenaeans, is eager to expand his empire
through Troy to the lands of the Aegean Sea, and he uses Paris' romantic slight against
Menelaus as an excuse to wage an all-out war against the great walled city. Priam, King
of Troy, summons his armies, led by Prince Hector, to meet the onslaught of
Agamemnon's forces, but while the great city has yet to yield in a battle, Agamemnon has
a formidable ally -- Achilles, a mighty and seemingly unstoppable warrior whose
presence could tip the scales in Agamemnon's favor.

Focusing on the decisions and consequences of key characters, as well as their motivation
and attitude about life will help students see the destructive nature of their idols. While
some characters rise above, a vast majority find their “gods” less than fulfilling. As you
watch, consider what differences would be present if the true God were leading these
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people. This is our 3D Lens for the film.

If you want to show the trailer to build excitement, check out this link:
http://trailers.apple.com/trailers/wb/troy/trailer/

Group Discussion Questions:

1. Who in the film reached a “happy ending”? and who had “sad endings”? Based on
what their idol(s) was, do you think that ending was appropriate?

2. What characters would have the most altered story if they were following God
rather than their false idols?

3. 'Who experienced isolation as a result of their devotion to idols?

4. What character do you most identify with in terms of the idols and life approach
they use (struggle with.) *A raising of hands may work best for a very large

group.

5. What are some things that certain characters missed out on because of their false
idols?

Scripture:
1 Samuel 15

Samuel said to Saul, “T am the one whom the LORD sent to anoint you king of his people
Israel. Now listen to what the LorD Almighty says. 2 He is going to punish the people of
Amalek because their ancestors opposed the Israelites when they were coming from
Egypt. *Go and attack the Amalekites and completely destroy everything they have.
Don't leave a thing; kill all the men, women, children, and babies; the cattle, sheep,
camels, and donkeys.”

*Saul called his forces together and inspected them at Telem: there were 200,000 soldiers
from Israel and 10,000 from Judah. > Then he and his men went to the city of Amalek and
waited in ambush in a dry riverbed. ® He sent a warning to the Kenites, a people whose
ancestors had been kind to the Israelites when they came from Egypt: “Go away and
leave the Amalekites, so that I won't kill you along with them.” So the Kenites left.

" Saul defeated the Amalekites, fighting all the way from Havilah to Shur, east of

Egypt; ® he captured King Agag of Amalek alive and killed all the people. ° But Saul and
his men spared Agag's life and did not Kill the best sheep and cattle, the best calves and
lambs, or anything else that was good; they destroyed only what was useless or worthless.
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9 The Lorp said to Samuel, ** “I am sorry that I made Saul king; he has turned away
from me and disobeyed my commands.” Samuel was angry, and all night long he pleaded
with the Lorb. * Early the following morning he went off to find Saul. He heard that
Saul had gone to the town of Carmel, where he had built a monument to himself, and
then had gone on to Gilgal. ** Samuel went up to Saul, who greeted him, saying,

“The LORD bless you, Samuel! | have obeyed the LORD's command.”

4 Samuel asked, “Why, then, do I hear cattle mooing and sheep bleating?”

*Saul answered, “My men took them from the Amalekites. They kept the best sheep and
cattle to offer as a sacrifice to the LORD your God, and the rest we have destroyed
completely.”

18 «Stop,” Samuel ordered, “and I will tell you what the LORD said to me last night.”
“Tell me,” Saul said.

7 Samuel answered, “Even though you consider yourself of no importance, you are the
leader of the tribes of Israel. The LoRrD anointed you king of Israel, *¥and he sent you out
with orders to destroy those wicked people of Amalek. He told you to fight until you had
killed them all. ® Why, then, did you not obey him? Why did you rush to grab the loot,
and so do what displeases the LORD?”

20«1 did obey the LORD,” Saul replied. “I went out as he told me to, brought back King
Agag, and killed all the Amalekites. * But my men did not kill the best sheep and cattle
that they captured; instead, they brought them here to Gilgal to offer as a sacrifice to

the LORD your God.”

22 Samuel said, “Which does the LORD prefer: obedience or offerings and sacrifices? It is
better to obey him than to sacrifice the best sheep to him. % Rebellion against him is as
bad as witchcraft, and arrogance is as sinful as idolatry. Because you rejected the LORD's
command, he has rejected you as king.”

24<Yes, I have sinned,” Saul replied. “I disobeyed the LORD's command and your
instructions. | was afraid of my men and did what they wanted. 2* But now | beg you,
forgive my sin and go back with me, so that | can worship the LORD.”

26«1 will not go back with you,” Samuel answered. “You rejected the LORD'S command,
and he has rejected you as king of Israel.”

2" Then Samuel turned to leave, but Saul caught hold of his cloak, and it tore. ® Samuel
said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel away from you today and given it
to someone who is a better man than you. ?° Israel's majestic God does not lie or change
his mind. He is not a human being—he does not change his mind.”

30«1 have sinned,” Saul replied. “But at least show me respect in front of the leaders of
my people and all of Israel. Go back with me so that | can worship the LoRD your

God.” ** So Samuel went back with him, and Saul worshiped the LoRD.

32 “Bring King Agag here to me,” Samuel ordered. Agag came to him, trembling with
fear, thinking to himself, “What a bitter thing it is to die!” 3% Samuel said, “As your sword
has made many mothers childless, so now your mother will become childless.” And he
cut Agag to pieces in front of the altar in Gilgal.

* Then Samuel went to Ramah, and King Saul went home to Gibeah. * As long as
Samuel lived, he never again saw the king; but he grieved over him. The LORD was sorry
that he had made Saul king of Israel.
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Challenge:

Have each student write down an idol that influences their lives towards destruction. Now
have them X it out or put a line through it (enough so that they can still read it) Now
challenge them to keep this paper with them for 2 weeks, everywhere they go. At least
once a day have them stop, identify the false promises this idol brings into their lives, and
then pray, handing that struggle over to God and claiming his truth and guidance in their
life instead.

At the end of two weeks, gather together and ask the students to bring the pieces of paper.
As a group (and with adult supervision) burn them as symbol of each students’
commitment to removing false idols from their life and choosing to place God in
command.
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